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The Parks and Natural Resources Department’s Calendar of Events 

Find the calendar online at www.mymanatee.org/ecoevents 

 November 2021 Calendar at a Glance 
Volunteer Opportunities 
 11/6, First Saturday Clean Up, Manatee Public Beach 
 11/6, Rye Preservers Trailblazing Workday, Rye Preserve 
 11/10, 11/17, 11/24, Tempestry: Documenting Climate Change, G.T. Bray and Conservatory Park 
 11/13, Pine Island Paddle Clean Up, SR 64 Boat Ramp 
 11/18, Stories and Service Book Club, Emerson Point Preserve 
 11/20, Give A Day for the Bay, Perico Preserve 
 Ongoing/As Needed, RIP Squad Volunteer Days, Location Chosen Based on Need 

Kid’s Programs 
 11/3, Soar in 4, The Bishop Museum of Science and Nature 
 11/4, Green Explorers: Lizards on the Loose, Conservatory Park 
 11/6, Youth Archery, Rye Preserve 
 11/6, 11/13,  Native Little One Art Club, Robinson Preserve NEST 
 11/6, Families Flock Together: Nature’s Bounty, East Bradenton Park 
 11/12, Homeschool Science Club: Dip Net, Emerson Point Preserve 
 11/19, Tall Tails Tribe: Turkey Tales, Emerson Point Preserve 
 11/19, Homeschool Bio Lab: Marine Biology, Emerson Point Preserve 
 11/20, Families Flock Together: Fishing Clinic, Emerson Point Preserve 
 11/30, Stroller Stroll, Conservatory Park 

Adult and Teen Programs 
 11/3, Career Night at the NEST, Robinson Preserve NEST 
 11/5, Wildlife Spotlight: Waterfowl, Robinson Preserve Expansion 
 11/6, Master Gardener Tour, Emerson Point Preserve 
 11/7, Manatee Audubon Birding Tour, Anna Maria Bayfront Park 
 11/13, Duette Wagon Tour: Fall Wildflowers, Duette Preserve 
 11/13, Master Gardener Tour, Riverview Pointe Preserve 
 11/18, Teen Nature Night, Robinson Preserve NEST 
 11/20, Master Gardener Tour, Rye Preserve 
 11/27, Master Gardener Tour, Perico Preserve 

Programs for All Ages 
 11/2, 11/6, Mushroom Identification Nature Hike, Rye Preserve 
 11/6, 11/13, 11/20, 11/27, Saturday Mornings at the NEST, Robinson Preserve NEST 
 11/12, Tortoise Talk, Robinson Preserve 
 11/12, Geocaching International Film Festival, Robinson Preserve NEST 
 11/13, Seeing Stars, Robinson Preserve Expansion 
 11/18, Seashell Shore Walk, Coquina Beach  
 11/21, Sarasota Orchestra Brass Quintet, G.T. Bray Park Amphitheater 
 11/26, Native American Heritage Day, Emerson Point Preserve 

Adventure and Recreational Programs 
 11/6, 11/13, 11/20, 11/27, Robinson Runners, Robinson Preserve NEST 
 11/7, 11/14, Rise and Shine Yoga, Robinson Preserve NEST 
 11/9, Sustainable Communities Workshop Paddle, Robinson Preserve Expansion 
 11/19, Full Moon Paddle, Robinson Preserve 
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 Wednesday, Nov 3rd, 5:30 PM – 7:00 PM – SOAR IN 4 FAMILY NIGHT – Soar in 4 occurs the first 
Wednesday of each month in downtown Bradenton. Families visit demonstration tables (facilitated by 
Manatee County teachers, non-profit organizations, and volunteers) to learn how to use various 
materials to support the ‘spotlight book,’ as well as incorporate take-home items to continue to play, 
create, learn, and explore at home together. These monthly events provide families with the resources 
and information to become their child’s best ‘first teacher’ at home. All activities are aligned to classroom 
learning. Program suitable for children and their families. No reservations required. For more 
information please visit https://soarin4.org/. The Bishop Museum 

Wednesday, Nov 3rd, 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM – CAREER NIGHT AT THE NEST – Are you interested in a 
career in nature? Join us at The NEST at Robinson Preserve for an informative evening showcasing 
local professionals and careers in the environmental and heritage resource fields. This is an opportunity 
to discover what it takes to get into the field of science! Network with these professionals from a variety 
of local organizations and discover careers that help make a difference in our community. Program 
recommended for high school and college students, all ages are welcome. Reservations are 
recommended. To register please visit https://www.eventbrite.com/e/171928000277. For more 
information please contact elena.burke@mymanatee.org or call (941) 742-5923 ext. 6036. Robinson 
Preserve – Mosaic NEST 

Thursday, Nov 4th, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM – GREEN EXPLORERS: LIZARDS ON THE LOOSE – 
Basking on the sidewalks, scurrying in the brush, and climbing trees, lizards are an abundant reptile. 
Discover the joys of finding and identifying these scaly friends. Come out for a fun, low structure, highly 
social experience where children get back to playing with nature. Program recommended for ages 6 to 
12, but all ages welcome. Reservations are required. To register please contact 
coral.bass@mymanatee.org. For more information please call (941) 742-5923 ext. 6034. 
Conservatory Park 

Friday, Nov 5th, 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – WILDLIFE SPOTLIGHT: WATERFOWL – Join us at the 
Robinson Preserve Expansion to explore the ponds and search for waterfowl. Learn how to identify 
different species of ducks and their relatives and observe them in their natural habitat. Discover duck 
behavior, adaptations, and their ecological importance. Bring your binoculars and attention to detail! 
Program suitable for adults. Reservations are required. To register please visit 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/193594535467. For more information please contact 
elena.burke@mymanatee.org or call (941) 742-5923 ext. 6036. Robinson Preserve – Expansion 

Saturday, Nov 6th, 9:00 AM – 10:00 AM – KEEP MANATEE BEAUTIFUL: FIRST SATURDAY CLEAN 
UP – This year, Keep Manatee Beautiful will be hosting a cleanup event on the first Saturday of each 
month. Come out and help us Keep Manatee Beautiful by cleaning up Manatee Public Beach! Volunteer 
opportunity suitable for all ages. Please bring a water bottle and wear sun protection. Program 
sponsored by Keep Manatee Beautiful in partnership with Manatee County Parks and Natural 
Resources. For more information contact keep@manateebeautiful.com. Reservations are required. 
Register online at https://www.manateebeautiful.com/event-details/manatee-beach-1st-saturday-
cleanup. Manatee Public Beach 
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 Saturday, Nov 6th, 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – MASTER GARDENER TOUR: EMERSON POINT – Casually 
stroll through to enjoy the beautiful Emerson Point Preserve and learn about Florida's native plants and 
inhabitants of a coastal environment. Program suitable for all ages. Program sponsored by UF IFAS 
Extension Master Gardener Program in partnership with Manatee County Parks and Natural 
Resources. Please meet at the first parking area on the RIGHT (not at the classroom) at 9 AM. Please 
wear comfortable clothes and shoes for walking on uneven terrain. Bring a water bottle, sun and insect 
protection. Reservations are required. To register please visit 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/167369327163. Emerson Point Preserve – Observation Tower 
Parking Area 

Saturday, Nov 6th, 9:00 AM – 10:30 AM, 10:30 AM to 12:00 PM –YOUTH ARCHERY (2 SESSIONS) – 
Set your sights on the exciting outdoor activity of archery! This program will provide participants with 
basic archery instruction, familiarization with archery equipment, and instruction in shooting techniques 
that create successful archers. All equipment will be provided for use. Program is suitable for children 
ages 6 to 16. Program sponsored by the Florida Youth Conservation Centers Network and Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission in partnership with Manatee County Parks and Natural 
Resources. Two identical sessions are offered. Please register for only one session each month. 
Reservations are required. To register please visit https://ryearchery.eventbrite.com. For more 
information please contact ecoevents@mymanatee.org. Rye Preserve – Sheriff's Youth Ranch 

Saturday, Nov 6th, 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM – NATIVE LITTLE ONE ART CLUB: BUTTERFLIES AND 
PLANTS – Specific butterflies only lay eggs on and eat certain plants. We will learn about Florida's 
native butterflies and their host plants. After exploring various species of both, we will draw our own 
butterfly and plant on shrink a dink film and then watch the magic happen as they go from full paper 
sized art to key chain sized art! The keychains are yours to take home to keep and remember. Program 
suitable for ages 5 to 8 years old. Program sponsored by Native Little One in partnership with Manatee 
County Parks and Natural Resources. Registration and payment are required prior to attendance. 
Reservations are required. To register please contact nativelittleones@gmail.com or call 941-447-
8826. $60 Materials Fee Payable Online. Robinson Preserve – Mosiac NEST 

Saturday, Nov 6th, 2:00 PM – 4:00 PM – RYE PRESERVERS TRAILBLAZING VOLUNTEER 
WORKDAY – Join us for a day off the beaten path, making the trail more accessible for all. Part nature 
hike, part volunteering, this activity will trim back encroaching vines and branches from the trail. If you 
love native plants, biodiversity, seeds, and lending a helping hand, this is the workday for you! 
Volunteers must be 16 and older to volunteer without a guardian present. To register please contact 
michelle.leahy@mymanatee.org or call (941) 742-5923 ext. 6035. Rye Preserve 
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 Saturday, Nov 6th, 3:00 PM – 5:00 PM – FAMILIES FLOCK TOGETHER: NATURE'S BOUNTY – Can 
we eat it or not? Plants not only provide food but also many useful tools! Join us to taste some edible 
plants, make natural paint and brushes, and take a stroll through the Food Forest at East Bradenton 
Park. Program suitable for children and their families. Reservations are required. To register please 
visit https://www.eventbrite.com/e/193619018697. For more information please contact 
sara.alvarezcollazo@mymanatee.org or call (941) 742-5923 ext. 6044. East Bradenton Park – Food 
Forest 

Sunday, Nov 7th, 6:30 AM – 9:30 AM – MANATEE AUDUBON SOCIETY BIRDING TOUR: BEAN 
POINT – Search the skies for Florida’s fabulous fliers! Our Audubon guide will lead participants on a 
tour along the beach to the northern tip of Anna Maria Island. Check out the “locals” as well as the 
migratory birds that are wintering here. Program suitable for all ages. Meet at Bayfront Park to carpool 
to Bean Point.  We will be hiking over 2 miles in the sand. Please bring water, wear appropriate 
footwear, and sun protection. Reservations are required. To register please contact 
andy21MCAS@gmail.com. Anna Maria Bayfront Park 

Tuesday, Nov 9th, 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM – SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES WORKSHOP: PADDLE 
ROBINSON PRESERVE EXPANSION – Join us for an easy paddle along the newly restored shorelines 
of the Robinson Preserve Expansion! This special site visit is part of the 16th annual Sarasota County 
Sustainable Communities Workshop. Participants will learn about the design, ongoing habitat 
improvements, and future plans for this new addition to Manatee County's preserve system while 
enjoying a relaxing evening on the water. Program suitable for ages 16 and older who can meet 
Manatee County's minimum eligibility requirements. This is an easy paddle that can be enjoyed by 
beginning kayakers. Program sponsored by Sarasota County Sustainable Communities Workshop in 
partnership with Manatee County Parks and Natural Resources. Ten sit-on-top single kayaks, paddles, 
and lifejackets are available to borrow free of charge on a first-come-first-served basis. Otherwise, 
participants must have their own canoe or kayak and safety gear. All participants must wear a life jacket 
and bring a whistle and a headlamp or flashlight. Reservations are required. To register please visit 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/170194726007. For more information please contact 
sarah.denison@mymanatee.org. Robinson Preserve – 9th Ave NW Expansion Kayak Launch 

Friday, Nov 12th, 9:00 AM – 10:00 AM – TORTOISE TALK – Join us for this informal program on the 
Valentine House lawn as we take our education tortoise out to graze! In the wild, foraging is an integral 
part of a gopher tortoise’s lifestyle, so we encourage it as much as possible. Stop by and say hello, get 
a chance to meet him up close, and ask any questions you may have. Learn all about what tortoises 
need to survive, how we care for our tortoise, why we have him, and what efforts we can take to protect 
these important members of our Florida ecosystems. Program suitable for all ages. No reservations 
required. For more information please contact coral.bass@mymanatee.org or call (941) 742-5923 ext. 
6034. Robinson Preserve – Valentine House 
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 Friday, Nov 12th, 3:00 PM – 5:00 PM – HOMESCHOOL SCIENCE CLUB: DIP NET – Get your feet wet 
and explore the shore as we dip our nets in the water. Take a closer look at sea creatures in their 
natural environment! Who eats who and why are they here? We’ll answer these questions and more! 
Program suitable for students ages 8 to 13. Reservations are required. To register please visit 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/193627774887. For more information please contact 
sara.alvarezcollazo@mymanatee.org or call (941) 742-5923 ext. 6044. Emerson Point Preserve – 
Large Pavilion 

Friday, Nov 12th, 5:00 PM – 7:00 PM – 2021 GEOCACHING INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL – Join 
us for a screening of the 2021 Geocaching International Film Festival! Bring a chair or blanket to sit on, 
and enjoy free popcorn while you watch a unique collection of films that celebrate the exciting real-
world treasure hunt that is Geocaching. Take in the beautiful surroundings of Robinson Preserve, and 
connect with other local Geocachers during this fun-filled outdoor event! Films begin at 6:00 PM. 
Program suitable for all ages. Reservations are required. To register please visit 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/182837159867. For more information please contact 
elena.burke@mymanatee.org or call (941) 742-5923 ext. 6036. Robinson Preserve – Mosaic NEST 

Saturday, Nov 13th, 8:30 AM – 12:30 PM – DUETTE WAGON TOUR: FALL WILDFLOWERS – Healthy 
uplands equal healthy water, but what sort of exciting finds are waiting to be discovered in Duette’s 
natural habitats? Join preserve rangers and naturalists for a guided wagon tour that will feature 
information on the preserve’s natural and historical features. Learn about the location’s past, present, 
and future. Program suitable for participants age 13 and older. Program sponsored by Manatee Fish 
and Game Association, Inc. in partnership with Manatee County Parks and Natural Resources. 
Participants are encouraged to bring a cushion for the wagon and lunch; water will be provided. 
Reservations are required. To register please visit https://manatee-fish-game.ticketleap.com. Duette 
Preserve – Rawls Road Entrance 

Saturday, Nov 13th, 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – MASTER GARDENER TOUR: RIVERVIEW POINTE – 
Casually stroll through to enjoy the beautiful Riverview Pointe Preserve and learn about Florida's native 
plants and inhabitants of a coastal environment. Program suitable for all ages. Program sponsored by 
UF IFAS Extension Master Gardener Program in partnership with Manatee County Parks and Natural 
Resources. Tour begins in the parking area of DeSoto National Memorial Park and enters into 
Riverview Pointe Preserve. Please wear comfortable clothes and shoes for walking on uneven terrain. 
Bring a water bottle, sun and insect protection. Reservations are required. To register please visit 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/167373712279. Riverview Pointe Preserve – Parking at DeSoto 
National Memorial 
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 Saturday, Nov 13th, 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM – PINE ISLAND PADDLE CLEANUP – Join us for a paddle 
to the secluded Pine Island, where we will clean up the island of marine debris that floats on the tide. 
Program suitable for ages 16 and older who can meet Manatee County's minimum eligibility 
requirements. This is an intermediate paddle suitable for strong paddlers. Participants must have their 
own canoe or kayak and safety gear. All participants must wear a life jacket and bring a whistle.  Trash 
bags, gloves, and grabbers will be provided. Reservations are required. To register please contact 
michelle.leahy@mymanatee.org or call (941) 742-5923 ext. 6035. Pine Island – State Road 64 Boat 
Ramp 

Saturday, Nov 13th, 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM – NATIVE LITTLE ONE ART CLUB: CORAL REEF – We will 
learn about coral reefs through books and pictures and then make our own using air-dry clay. Students 
will then paint their sculptures and be able to take home a mini-masterpiece to continue to learn and 
build upon. The coral reefs we create might even be bioluminescent! Program suitable for ages 5 to 8 
years old. Program sponsored by Native Little One in partnership with Manatee County Parks and 
Natural Resources. Registration and payment are required prior to attendance. Reservations are 
required. To register please contact nativelittleones@gmail.com or call 941-447-8826. $60 Materials 
Fee Payable Online. Robinson Preserve – Mosiac NEST 

Saturday, Nov 13th, 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM – SEEING STARS – Enjoy a beautiful night sky overlooking 
the water at this after-hours astronomy viewing. We provide the telescopes and the expertise; you enjoy 
the wonders of our universe! The program is free, but advance tickets are required. We are limiting 
audience size to allow for social distancing. Masks are requested for staff, volunteers, and guests. 
Program suitable for all ages. Program sponsored by The Bishop Museum and Planetarium in 
partnership with Manatee County Parks and Natural Resources. Reservations are required. To register 
please visit https://bishopscience.org/events/seeing-stars/. Robinson Preserve – Expansion Parking 
Lot 

Thursday, Nov 18th, 9:00 AM – 10:30 AM – SEASHELL SHORE WALK – Calling all beachcombers and 
seashell enthusiasts! Join us for a relaxing walk on the beach to search for seashells and learn to 
identify them. This program will explore what makes mollusks unique and the amazing adaptations that 
help them to survive in the wild. Learn about ethical seashell collecting methods while discovering a 
new appreciation for our beautiful shorelines. Program suitable for all ages. Reservations are required. 
To register please visit https://www.eventbrite.com/e/193602328777. For more information please 
contact elena.burke@mymanatee.org or call (941) 742-5923 ext. 6036. Coquina Beach – South 

Thursday, Nov 18th, 4:00 PM – 5:30 PM – STORIES AND SERVICE BOOK CLUB: FAMILY OF ORIGIN 
– Looking for a volunteer opportunity in the cool of the evening at beautiful Emerson Point Preserve? 
Come out to our book club with a service twist. Every month we will read a different book about natural 
history, and discuss, and follow it with a restoration project in the preserve. This month will be Family 
of Origin by CJ Hauser, a science fiction book about evolution set in the Gulf of Mexico. Program 
suitable for bookworms 14 and up. Reservations are required. To register please contact 
michelle.leahy@mymanatee.org or call (941) 742-5923 ext. 6035. Emerson Point Preserve – The 
Point 
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 Thursday, Nov 18th, 6:00 PM – 7:30 PM – TEEN NATURE NIGHT: MINORITIES IN MARINE 
SCIENCES – Join us for a special presentation on minorities in marine sciences, presented by Jasmin 
Graham, MarSci-LACE Grant Project Coordinator with Mote Marine Laboratory & Aquarium. Jasmin is 
a marine biologist specializing in elasmobranch ecology and evolution. In her current position, Jasmin 
helps provide opportunities to underrepresented minority students to join the exciting field of marine 
science. Her past research interests include smalltooth sawfish movement ecology and hammerhead 
shark phylogeny. She is excited to share more about her research and programs to make science more 
accessible to everyone! Program suitable for teens. Program sponsored by the Manatee County Youth 
Environmental Action Committee in partnership with Mote Marine Laboratory & Aquarium and Manatee 
County Parks and Natural Resources. Drinks and snacks will be available for a $1 donation to United 
Way, cash only. Reservations are required. To register please visit 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/196169778087. For more information please contact 
ecoevents@mymanatee.org. Robinson Preserve – Mosaic NEST 

Friday, Nov 19th, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM – TALL TAILS TRIBE: TURKEY TALES – Gobble Gobble, it’s 
turkey time! Gather up your turkeylings as we discover the secret life of our feathered friends. Learn to 
gobble like a tom, dance like a hen, and forage like a chick. Through games, activities, and songs, your 
youngster will discover their favorite fall fowl. Program suitable for preschool-age children. Reservations 
are required. For more information please contact coral.bass@mymanatee.org or call (941)742-5923 
ext. 6034. Emerson Point Preserve – Large Pavilion 

Friday, Nov 19th, 3:00 PM – 5:00 PM – HOMESCHOOL BIO LAB: MARINE BIOLOGY – Get ready to 
explore the shore, test the waters, and perform a dissection as we become Marine Biologists for a day! 
Marine biology is the study of marine organisms, their behaviors, and their interactions with the 
environment. Program suitable for students ages 8 to 13. Reservations are required. To register please 
visit https://parks.mymanatee.org/wbwsc/webtrac.wsc/search.html?primarycode=110007. For more 
information please contact sara.alvarezcollazo@mymanatee.org or call (941) 742-5923 ext. 6044. $10. 
Emerson Point Preserve – Large Pavilion 

Friday, Nov 19th, 5:00 PM – 7:00 PM – ROBINSON PRESERVE FULL MOON PADDLE – Join us for 
an easy sunset paddle along the salt marshes of Robinson Preserve to the mouth of the Manatee River 
and Tampa Bay. We will take advantage of low tide to watch the sunset from the sandbar and return 
under the light of the full moon and stars. Program suitable for ages 16 and older who can meet 
Manatee County's minimum eligibility requirements. This is an easy paddle that can be enjoyed by 
beginning kayakers. Participants must have their own canoe or kayak and safety gear. All participants 
must wear a life jacket and bring a flashlight or headlamp and whistle. Reservations are required. To 
register please visit https://www.eventbrite.com/e/194731867257. For more information please contact 
sarah.denison@mymanatee.org. Robinson Preserve – 17th Ave NW Kayak Launch 
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 Saturday, Nov 20th, 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM – GIVE-A-DAY FOR THE BAY: NATIVE SEED COLLECTION 
AND SPREADING – Looking for a way to give back this Thanksgiving season? Join the Tampa Bay 
Estuary Program, Sarasota Bay Estuary Program, and Manatee County Parks and Natural Resources 
at Perico and Robinson Preserves. To help jump-start restoration at Robinson Preserve, we will be 
collecting seeds from Perico Preserve. We will then travel to the Robinson Preserve Expansion to 
disperse the collected seeds. This will be a great opportunity to experience two beautiful, Bradenton 
preserves all while giving back to the Bay! Program suitable for volunteers 10 and up. Masks are 
recommended for unvaccinated volunteers. We will have water refill stations so it is recommended you 
bring your own water bottle! Additionally, Mother Kombucha has generously donated Agua Bucha to 
quench the thirst of each volunteer. Bagged lunch will be provided. Reservations are required. To 
register please visit https://conta.cc/2Xv0dmI. For more information please contact sscolaro@tbep.org 
or call 727-893-2765. Perico Preserve – Pavilion 

Saturday, Nov 20th, 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – MASTER GARDENER TOUR: RYE PRESERVE – Take a 
hike through upland habitats along the beautiful Rye Branch and learn about Florida's native plants, 
natural history, and early settlement of the area. Program suitable for all ages. Reservations are 
required. To register please visit https://www.eventbrite.com/e/167452445773.  Payable Online. Rye 
Preserve 

Saturday, Nov 20th, 2:30 PM – 5:30 PM – FAMILIES FLOCK TOGETHER: FAMILY FISHING CLINIC 
– Join us for a special saltwater fishing clinic! Tie an improved clinch knot, practice your fish 
identification skills, and learn the basics of catch and release fishing in Florida. Get a chance to use our 
fishing equipment and cast your line into the waters of Emerson Point Preserve to see what we can 
catch! Spots are limited, so please sign up early if you are interested. Program suitable for all ages. 
Reservations are required. To register please visit https://www.eventbrite.com/e/193663832737. For 
more information please contact sara.alvarezcollazo@mymanatee.org or call (941) 742-5923 ext. 
6044. Emerson Point Preserve – Large Pavilion 

Sunday, Nov 21st, 2:30 PM – 3:30 PM – SARASOTA ORCHESTRA PARKS & PARTNERS SERIES – 
On the Road with SO: Parks & Partners features the Sarasota Brass Quintet performing your favorite 
chamber music pieces in the Amphitheater at GT Bray Park. Bring a chair or outdoor blanket, 
sunscreen, and bug spray. We look forward to sharing great music with you! Program suitable for all 
ages. Program sponsored by Sarasota Orchestra in partnership with Manatee County Parks and 
Natural Resources. Reservations are required. To register please visit 
https://www.sarasotaorchestra.org/concerts/parks-and-partners. G.T. Bray Park – Amphitheater - 
51st St Park 
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 Friday, Nov 26th, 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE DAY – Join us for a guided 
walk through one of Manatee County’s most significant Native American settlements as we explore the 
history of this sacred land and honor the heritage of the people that called this area home for many 
years. Together we will celebrate this heritage by remembering the past and learning how we can bring 
elements of these teachings into our own lives today. Program suitable for all ages. Reservations are 
required. To register please visit https://www.eventbrite.com/e/194662389447. For more information 
please contact carycatts@gmail.com. Emerson Point Preserve – 1st Parking Area on the Left 

Saturday, Nov 27th, 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM – MASTER GARDENER TOUR: PERICO PRESERVE – 
Explore this beautiful coastal preserve and learn about Florida's native plants, how they benefit wildlife, 
and how they can be used in the home landscape. Learn about the wide variety of ecosystems on 
display and how the preserve was transformed into what it is today. Program suitable for all ages. 
Reservations are required. To register please visit https://www.eventbrite.com/e/167372791525. 
Perico Preserve – Entrance Pavilion 

Tuesday, Nov 30th, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM – STROLLER STROLL: CONSERVATORY PARK – Round 
up your baby buggies, walking shoes, and your little ones for a rolling naturalist-led walk through 
Manatee County's wild spaces. Open your child’s eyes to the sights, smells, and feel of Florida’s great 
outdoors. Trek the nature trail and have your child experience wild spaces firsthand. Meet other nature 
explorer families with kids of a similar age. Program suitable for 0-4 years. Reservations are required. 
To register contact coral.bass@mymanatee.org or call (941)742-5923 ext. 6034. Conservatory Park 

Recurring Events 
Tuesday, Nov 2nd and Saturday, Nov 6th,  8:00 AM – 11:00 AM – MUSHROOM IDENTIFICATION 
NATURE HIKE – Join the UF IFAS Extension for an intro to the fantastic world of fungi on a tour through 
one of our local natural areas. These walks will focus on practicing skills needed for the identification 
of local mushroom species as well as on the broader ecology associated. Program suitable for adults. 
Program sponsored by University of Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences Extension in 
partnership with Manatee County Parks and Natural Resources. Please bring a water bottle and be 
prepared to walk a long distance on rough and uneven terrain. Appropriate footwear, sun and insect 
protection are required. Reservations are required. To register please visit 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/169479440569. For more information please contact alyvinson@ufl.edu. 
$20 Registration Fee Payable Online. Rye Preserve 

Saturday, Nov 6th, 13th, 20th 27th, 8:00 AM – 9:00 AM – ROBINSON RUNNERS – Join us weekly to 
breathe in the fresh air, challenge yourself, and create a community. Savor the trip along the 1.6 and 
3.2-mile routes through Robinson Preserve and notice as life becomes a little more vibrant. The group 
leader will offer a warm-up, then participants may run, walk, or stroll at their own pace followed by a 
cool-down stretch offered at the finish.  Participants will be rewarded for their efforts by our partners Fit 
2 Run and Bayshore Nutrition. Program suitable for adults. No reservations required. For more 
information please call (941) 742-5923 ext. 6047. Robinson Preserve – Mosaic NEST 
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 Saturday, Nov 6th, 13th, 20th 27th, 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM – SATURDAY MORNINGS AT THE NEST – 
Join us at the Mosaic Center for Nature, Exploration, Science, and Technology for a morning of 
discovery. Walk the grounds of the historic Reasoner Tract and observe botanical giants collected from 
around the world. Explore the canopy boardwalk among the banyans, climb to the top of the crow’s 
nest, take in breathtaking panoramic views, and make an exciting exit from the building via slide. Learn 
about upcoming programs and exciting new additions to Robinson Preserve. Program suitable for all 
ages. No reservations required. For more information please contact ecoevents@mymanatee.org. 
Robinson Preserve – Mosaic NEST 

Sunday, Nov 7th, 14th, 10:30 AM – 11:45 AM – RISE & SHINE YOGA – Revitalize and Rejuvenate your 
Mind, Body, and Spirit! This yoga class is designed to blend the awareness of breath, physical 
movement, and mindfulness to promote clarity of mind while developing physical strength and stamina, 
increasing flexibility, burning calories, and detoxifying the body! Increase your overall well-being by 
ending and beginning your week with this empowering and uplifting flow! Program suitable for adults. 
Program sponsored by Brandy Gray of MomWifeSOUL Yoga in partnership with Manatee County Parks 
and Natural Resources. Participants must provide their own yoga mats. Online registration is highly 
encouraged as spaces are limited. To register please visit 
https://parks.mymanatee.org/wbwsc/webtrac.wsc/search.html?primarycode=110006. For more 
information please contact ecoevents@mymanatee.org or call (941) 742-5923 ext. 6042. $10. 
Robinson Preserve – Mosaic NEST 

Wednesday, Nov 10th and 24th, G.T. Bray Park, 3:30 PM – 5:00 PM 
Wednesday, Nov 17th, Conservatory Park, 3:30 PM – 5:00 PM 
TEMPESTRY: DOCUMENTING CLIMATE CHANGE STITCH BY STITCH – Join us for this outdoor 
knitting and crochet group as we stitch lines of temperature to illustrate how Manatee County has 
changed through the decades. This fun collaborative project is a marriage of art and data science and 
will result in a public exhibition in one of our nature centers. Suitable for fiber artists 16 and up. To 
register please contact michelle.leahy@mymanatee.org or call (941) 742-5923 ext. 6035. Multiple 
Locations 

ONGOING/AS NEEDED: RIP SQUAD VOLUNTEER WORKDAY - Join this group that works directly 
with County natural areas land managers on various wildlife habitat improvement projects. Email 
announcements are sent out a few days in advance of each event that detail the purpose, goals, and 
meeting information for each upcoming event. Program suitable for volunteers ages 16 and older. To 
receive email announcements about the RIP squad volunteer events, please email 
shaun.swartz@mymanatee.org. Location and time TBA - chosen based on need. 
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